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In California, "ethnic studies" are
trying to gain a foothold in schools

By Claire Levenson
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The debate over a radical course of “ethnic studies” in high school reveals

the growing influence of “critical race theory” in California and

elsewhere. Several American schools are already encouraging students to

analyze everything through an identity prism and to divide the world

between oppressors and victims. What raises protests ... Including in the

progressive camp.

In August 2020, in the wake of anti-racism protests that followed George

Floyd's death, California Governor Gavin Newsom passed a law that

requires students at 23 state universities to take a " ethnic studies ”for

graduation. The law defines ethnic studies as the " interdisciplinary and
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comparative study of race and ethnicity" , with the emphasis placed on

four "historically racialized" groups  : "Native Americans, African

Americans, Asians. -Americans and Latin Americans ” . The

management of Cal State - the name of this network of universities - was

opposed to this measure, judging that it was a problematic interference

in the affairs of the college.

Shortly thereafter, another bill was submitted to the governor of

California, with the goal of making ethnic studies compulsory in all

public high schools in the state. Since 2016, a model course on the

subject was already in development for schools, but its content was so

ideologically oriented that the governor vetoed it in September 2020.

The over 500-page text, largely influenced by "critical race theory , "

described the mission of the high school curriculum as follows: "to

criticize the empire and its relationship to white supremacy, racism,

patriarchy , to capitalism […], to challenge imperialist and hegemonic

colonial beliefs ”. This is a far cry from the official goal enshrined in the

law, which is to "prepare students to be global citizens with an

appreciation for the contributions of multiple cultures." "  The tone was

so radical that even a liberal daily as the Los Angeles Times had lamented

in an editorial that"This course attempts to impose predigested political

views rather than helping students broaden their horizons . "

GROWING INFLUENCE OF AN IDENTITY IDEOLOGY WITHIN UNIVERSITIES

In 2020, a parents' organization emerged to defend a less ideological

approach to these teachings: “We realized that the curriculum was

inspired by critical ethnic studies,” explains Elina Kaplan, co-founder of

the Alliance for constructive ethnic studies. It is a very politicized view

of the world, with a narrow ideological point of view that focuses on an

oppressor / victim paradigm. Parents mobilized because they did not

want their child to learn that they are either oppressors or victims. "

The revisions of the curriculum (which is in its third version and will be

put to a vote in March) illustrate the tensions linked to the growing

influence of a certain ideology of identity, popular in American

universities. In the first version of the text, all possible oppressions were

listed, except anti-Semitism, which has since been added. Jargon words

like hxstory (instead of "history", where the x is used to challenge the

rigid gender binary approach to history) have been erased, and some

courses, like the one that proposed " decolonize your food ” (on Native

American and Latin culinary traditions), have disappeared.
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Disappointed, the authors of the first version declared that the current

text was not “liberating” enough .

Whether the future text is adopted or not, ethnic studies are anyway

already taught in high schools in California and in other states, with

more or less ideological approaches. In Los Angeles, the program

analyzes the social struggles of various communities but without

obsession with the dynamics of oppression: the curriculum specifies that

it is about "giving students a deep understanding of ethnic and social

issues rather than promoting activism. particular policy. "

CHILDREN INITIATED INTO THE CONCEPTS OF "WHITE PRIVILEGE"

Conversely, other schools already practice very oriented approaches. In

Cupertino, for example, parents complained after a 3rd grade teacher

asked his students to identify aspects of their identities that contained

"power and privilege" (for example, being white ), in order to make maps

of their identities. Elina Kaplan says she regularly receives emails from

parents whose children are introduced to the concepts of white privilege,

with sometimes confusing results, such as the case of a ten-year-old

Métis girl who wondered if her (white) father was oppressing her

mother ( Afro-American)…

In Seattle, Washington, an ethnic studies-inspired math lesson (available

on the district's website) offers reflections on "oppressive mathematical

practices" and asks "who has the authority to say what?" 'one answer is

correct'. In an interview, the district's head of ethnic studies spoke of

"deconstructing the colonization of math as a Western concept".

Elina Kaplan explains that criticizing these courses can be complicated

because “you can easily be accused of being racist ,” she explains. This

question is sometimes presented as an opposition between left and right.

But in fact, the vast majority of the members of our association are

Democrats. So it's not a right-versus-left issue, we just oppose all forms

of indoctrination. »  

 

READ ALSO: In the United States, shopping centers converted into

churches, retirement homes… and Amazon hangars

By Claire Levenson

REACT

SP ONSORED  CONTENT

CCPA Notice

Shop Pop Displays US - Sponsored

Redbubble - Sponsored

5 Sided Clear Acrylic Box - Custom Size

https://www.marianne.net/monde/ameriques/aux-etats-unis-des-centres-commerciaux-convertis-en-eglises-maisons-de-retraite-et-hangars-amazon
https://ccparequest.taboola.com/
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=DUgf_PR7izzJZNKzG5X6Kb4cOhPueM7svGnzKrgALtsj6XxoconfmuZ5UssNx88MBAgCH7jke1gnMShAs5L5IOskmVh8FvyTURfCChIS-J0k9FYyJDA516u0XQP2H3NI2eIE-BSUMnQL8T4l37fYD1Op9la40cDQdRMWU4mbO6yWEPqDSMjF4JUIITXzKOYa220qzsforTpEimi9Msai4U_LrVWPiMB3hnW-ZCB4yxt36ALkw1P9Yej9-tS0rO0ApCcy2fl9aXlV6uNlbHOkQT6FhiysVwj8BjZWQFJAhr89MjjZgI3N9B85kPO96IFqZJQoHYKrgo8I80L1CAMT0cB5rodqz7k1k751w4JbwpvrCcNbhstBO-dWVvKE2tFKKOOjqjhhFjCRigWXZ_fM2Q5Rudo&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN9515.154378CRITEO20%2FB24715309.284286485%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D478139540%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D139056235%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D1%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%7Bgdpr_consent%7D%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.shoppopdisplays.com%2FCS001%2F5-sided-clear-acrylic-box-custom-size.html%3Futm_term%3Dproduct%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Dlowerfunnel_retargeting_EVM&tblci=GiDHTBMPpBweSerHpDi1V1Nf5ubsxp3JrN2EA2xz3V_zXyDwjE4osK7M9_LYo_UZ#tblciGiDHTBMPpBweSerHpDi1V1Nf5ubsxp3JrN2EA2xz3V_zXyDwjE4osK7M9_LYo_UZ
https://popup.taboola.com/fr/?template=colorbox&utm_source=lagardere-mariannedesktop&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=HeygUeDBx7uGuQ2DhG1XRwd5Ce8q5ZkgTdBvVEDnTPSnjO0LOzt3zSE5voWaIqFz-wTANA9Pza0yhEl4MqDXOrq4FqMPZgAP2ygx16RegkzgU9AIN4QIAxwFx_iRztyfuUSy-hjKZ8m1sW0qRG_fABW5d1CLtYlCNtLzdkVVtCjWGcUhNXCNWeSvukrtTsAIgAxDTFDbwhPLnwhG5IJTRaIVqfX1Z54Cmr1gZ5Lx95unc32cDH5zEU8trq4NodoFPnTMpjT4TyWYPn9B2pYd8UaL_Q2GOemoH41RVdpkGCEjej7RRuZAu8zNdhJOy7SWqEAX_hjp-2pg-XGrnpINSCY1Gjpu7IyNOpyZknDwKeIHR-mHnQpWvSLjUFY5qUdtaIpmKfioOgHUyfawYo2WNDgBjpI&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN1207770.154378CRITEO%2FB23692285.266148766%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D460993087%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D127690850%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.redbubble.com%2Fi%2Fsticker%2FDonald-Trump-Vladimir-Putin-Mike-Pence-Ride-Horse-by-jimmywatt%2F31050170.EJUG5%3Fcountry_code%3DUS%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3D%5BC%5D_%5Bweb%5D_%5Bg.usa%5D_%5Bl.eng%5D_%5Bgen%5D_%5BCPC%5D_Lookalike%2520Generation%26utm_content%3D%5BC.generation%5D%5BAG.206390%5D%5BAD.10709320%5D&tblci=GiDHTBMPpBweSerHpDi1V1Nf5ubsxp3JrN2EA2xz3V_zXyDwjE4o35Gt47TytuyjAQ#tblciGiDHTBMPpBweSerHpDi1V1Nf5ubsxp3JrN2EA2xz3V_zXyDwjE4o35Gt47TytuyjAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/fr/?template=colorbox&utm_source=lagardere-mariannedesktop&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:

